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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

BY LISA REVEL 

I was cleaning out a closet recently and found some pictures 
from my honeymoon in St. Thomas.  One of the pictures was of me 
holding a stray cat that hung around the hotel.   Like most of us, I have 

loved animals for as far back as I can remember.  Second Chance has 
given me the opportunity to actually make a difference in the lives of 
stray and surrendered animals.  We have so many events and 
committees that there is something for everyone and I would encourage 
ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩs Resolution for 2008 to find a 
few extra hours to volunteer. 

Kitten season is fast approaching so Katie will need foster homes 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ōŀōȅ ƪƛǘǘŜƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ 
fostered before and have the space in your house to do it, I highly 
recommend it.  It is a lot of work but seeing the kittens grow up is so 
rewarding and it really is a lot of fun.  OK, my husband will most likely 
disagree with the "fun" part, but there have been sightings of Pat lying 
on the bed with the foster kittens all sleeping on him.  For those of you 
that still have reservations about fostering because you are afraid you 
might do something wrong, just ask Katie about the first time I fostered!  

                    

If you only have a few hours at a certain time of the year then 
we can work around that as well.  Linda Haboush has volunteered to 
collect our membership dues for this year.  For Linda, this is the slow 
time for her business, so collecting dues works out perfectly for her.  She 
helps us out tremendously by doing this job and by the time her work 
starts to pick up dues collection is done for the year.  So as you can see, 
we can find a job to fit into anyone schedule.  

We have a new event this year - Paws for a Cause.  It is our first dog 
walkathon.  This is a big undertaking and the first year of any new event 
requires many people to plan, prepare, organize and work on the event.  
The fund-raising committee could use every ones help.  So if you could 
spare some time to help make this event a huge success that would be 
great! 

Call (732-566-3511) or email (lisarevel@yahoo.com) me any time and we 
will find something that works for you!    

 

HOW TO CONTACT US 
 

Second Chance for Animals, Inc. 
732-748-SCFA (7232) 

P.O. Box 5172 
Somerset, NJ 08875 

 
General Information: 

scfa1998@secondchanceforanimals.org 

Animal Enrichment:  
Gingyrgrl@aol.com 

Scheduling and Volunteer Coordination:  

volunteer_coordinator@secondchanceforanimals.org 
Fund Raising:  

fundraising@secondchanceforanimals.org 
Newsletter: 

newsletter@secondchanceforanimals.org 
Team Leader:  

teamleader@secondchanceforanimals.org 
Web site:  

webadmin@secondchanceforanimals.org 
 

Franklin Township Animal Shelter 
 

475 DeMott Lane 
Somerset, NJ 08873 
732 873-2500 x255 

Mon. ς Fri. 10 AM - 4 PM, Sat. 12 PM - 3 PM 
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ADOPTION UPDATE: CRUELLA 

Cruella the cat, a long time resident of our shelter, has finally 

found her forever home.   Cruella's new "mother" Chris 

Sczepanski wrote:  

ϦΧ  /ǊǳŜƭƭŀ has adjusted beautifully in my home, but I wanted 

to let all of you know as well know how she is doing.  I had my 

eye on her (no pun intended, you see, Cruella only has one 

eye) for a long time and am thrilled that she is mine.  She is 

very curious, exploring every nook and cranny and has already 

found her favorite place (besides my lap of course) - the 

window seat!  She is very affectionate and as I said likes to sit 

in my lap or beside me on the couch or head butt me for extra 

petting time.   She already trusts me enough that she'll roll 

over on her back for belly rubs too.   

"It was tough losing Brownie (a former FTAS hard-to-place 

resident) back in September and I still miss her ALOT! She was 

a pistol!  But I just want to say thank you for 

saving Cruella and having the patience to know that someone 

(that someone being lucky me) would eventually adopt her. 

Also thank you for all the good work you do." 

What Do Our Volunteers Do? 

 
Not all volunteers can help clean cages or walk dogs at the 
shelter on Saturdays. IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ways you can 
volunteer from the comfort of your own home and 
continue helping the animals, the shelter and SCFA: 
 
V Create a flyer for a fundraiser. 
V Make follow-up calls to adopters to see how 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǿ ǇŜǘΦ 

V Open newspapers before you donate them, so 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŎŀƎŜǎΦ 

V Foster a kitten. 
V Foster a whole litter of them! 
V Write an article for the newsletter. 
V Read, summarize, and review a dog or cat book for 

the newsletter. 
V Draw a cartoon for the newsletter. 
V Help schedule volunteers for events, or call new 

volunteers to schedule them for new volunteer 
orientation. 

V Research items SCFA needs to buy (for options, 
cost, where to buy, etc.) 

V Try doing grant writing! 
 

For more information, call Lynn Lawson at 732-271-1291 

 

 

  

HA-HA-HA 

1. Why did the snowman call  his dog Frost? Because frost 

bites!  
2. What happened when the dog went to the flea circus? He 

stole the show!  

3. What is the difference between a dog and a fox? About 5 
drinks.  

4. Why did the cowboy buy a dachshund? He wanted to get a 
long little doggie.  

5. What's the difference between a new husband and a new 
dog? After a year, the dog is still  excited to see you.  

Source for Jokes:  http://rulingcatsanddogs.com/funny-pet-stuff-joke-one-

liners.htm 

DID YOU KNOW? 

BY DAVE NOWAK 

.ŜƛƴƎ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŘƻƎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ōƻǘƘ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ 
and physically traumatic.  According to IŀǊǇŜǊΩǎ LƴŘŜȄ, it 
is estimated that more than one million Americans have 

named their dogs as beneficiaries in their wills. 

ά²Ƙŀǘ 5o Dogs KnowΚέ {ǘŀƴƭŜȅ /ƻǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ WŀƴŜǘ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ 

All Calvin and Hobbes images are copyright Bill Watterson and Universal Press 

Syndicate. 
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ADOPTION UPDATE: TRAPPER 

For anyone that didn't know Trapper, he was one of our "special" 

guests at the shelter.  Trapper is a beautiful German Shepard with 

a sweet personality.  The problem was that he wasn't crazy about 

other dogs, which made him very difficult to place in a home.  

Rosemary Golden, one of our volunteers, fell in love with Trapper 

when she took him overnight during the 4th of July and wound up 

adopting him.  With advice from Katie and a determination to 

make it work Trapper is finally settling in to his home.  

¢ǊŀǇǇŜǊΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƳƻƳ wƻǎŜƳŀǊȅ tells us:  άCƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ 

knew Trapper from the shelter, I've attached some pictures of 

him.  I am happy to say that Trapper has gained 23 lbs since we 

adopted him in July and he is settling in nicely to his new home.  

He and my dobe Valdo have had the occasional spat, but things 

seem to be improving.  Trapper was spoiled nicely for the 

holidays.  He had a stocking full of goodies and a brand new bed 

on the way.  

  
 
 

 

 

 

  

October 

Ira Eisenberg 

Michelle Gorczyca 

Emily Hurster 

Christine Lepinski 

Jeanmarie Lynch 

Joseph Martelli 

Lori Zelasko 

Courtney Zinna 

November 

Donna Poler 

Kathleen Linn 

Robin Cryan 

December 

No new volunteers 

January 

Christina Felsen 

Leslee Zipper 

Welcome to the 

new volunteers 

with Second 

Chance! 

July 

Bonita Craft Grant 

Rosalie Green 

William Major 

Mansi Pandya 

Caryn Radick 

August 

Heather Finley 

John Kirby 

Sarah Sparks 

Joseph Valmores 

Jennifer Zinna-

Chapman 

September 

No new volunteers 

HELP NEEDED! 

SCFA needs someone to volunteer their time to sand and 

varnish some wooden outdoor furniture that will be used by 

the off-leash area at the shelter.  Please contact Lynn Lawson 

llawson2711@yahoo.com if you can help. 

In our hearts forever ς The Donor Wall of Paws 
 

A special feature of our new shelter that we are particularly proud of is our Donor Wall of Paws.  Located in the 
lobby, the wall is filling up with commemorative paw prints.  By sponsoring one of these paw shaped plaques, you 

can forever honor or memorialize a special pet or person who has touched your life.  Sponsor forms can be found at 
the shelter and on the SCFA website. 
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: EMILY KERN 
BY JENNA YESALAVICH 

 
I had the pleasure of interviewing a very energetic Emily Kern and 

got to hear her amazing story about how she became a Volunteer for 
Second Chance for Animals. 

 
Emily has lived in Somerset County for nineteen years.  For 

sixteen of them she has shared her heart and home with her beloved cat 
Gummo.  After losing Gummo to the complications of old age, Emily was 
devastated but needed time to grieve before considering a new 
companion.  Exhausted and hungry, Emily ventured out to her favorite 
ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά{ƻǇƘƛŜΩǎ .ƛǎǘǊƻέ ǘƻ ƎǊŀō ŀ ōƛǘŜ ǘƻ ŜŀǘΦ  {ǘƛƭƭ ŘŜŜǇ ƛƴ ƎǊƛŜŦ 
and despair, a man at the bar noticed her and struck up a conversation.  
She relayed the sad news regarding the loss of her best friend Gummo to 
the man and he listened with a very sympathetic ear.  After hearing her 
story he recommended Second Chance for Animals at the Franklin 
Township Animal Shelter, adding that his wife adopted a cat from there 
and it turned out to be a wonderful cat. 

 
Three weeks later, Emily traveled to the Franklin Township Library 

in order to return a book. Between the downpour of raindrops she saw a 
ǎƛƎƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŀŘ άtŜǘ !ŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ¢ƻŘŀȅΦέ {ƘŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ 
was in close proximity to the library and recalled what the nice man from 
{ƻǇƘƛŜΩǎ .ƛǎǘǊƻ ǎŀƛŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴƛŎŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ 
debating with herself, she decided to just take a look inside the shelter.  
Emily took every cat out of the cage to see if she could find a connection, 
but nothing happened.  On her way out of the shelter, Emily noticed a 
lone cat sitting in its cage off to the corner. Emily took the cat out of her 
cage and immediately felt a connection, she adopted the cat and was 
completely overwhelmed by the kindness of the volunteers.   

 
The irony of the story is the fact that the shelter had named the 

Ŏŀǘ {ƻŦƛŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ά{ƻǇƘƛŜΩǎ .ƛǎǘǊƻέ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ 9Ƴƛƭȅ ƘŀŘ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƘŜŀǊŘ 
about Second Chance for Animals.  This goes to show you that things 
happen for a reason.  Every positive experience at the shelter has the 
potential to bring about so much more good will.  Thanks to a stranger 
and his positive experience with FTAS & SCFA, Emily not only adopted her 
forever friend Sofie but also started to volunteer time for fundraising, 
selling raffle tickets and the working with the Tricky Tray.  Thank you 
Emily for all of your hard work! 

Shelter Wish List 

1. Dry cat, kitten, dog, and puppy 
food 

2. Blankets, towels, and sheets 
(new or old) 

3. Canned cat and kitten food 
4. Dog and cat toys 
5. Bleach, Pine Sol, sponges, and 

paper towels 

 

  

Emily and Sofie 

ADOPTION UPDATE: ANGUS 

I [Doug Spaulding] adopted Angus on 1/12 after visiting the shelter three times to  interact with the different cats. I didn't even 

notice Angus until the third day. He reached out his claws to me and meowed. I took him out and he was so playful and jumpy 

and friendly. He didn't want to go back in his enclosure. He chose me. I adopted him. He cried all the way home! I let him out 

and stayed very still until he explored his new home. He ran under the bed. Fifteen minutes later  he jumped on me. And that 

was the beginning of a relationship that has softened my heart and given me a joy that I haven't experienced before. I would 

like to thank everyone at the shelter for their kindness, patience, and expertise. I was nervous when I arrived at the shelter, 

but I felt very prepared to care for my cat when I left with him that afternoon. The work you do is beautiful and amazing to 

watch. Thank you thank you thank you!!! I will recommend Franklin Animal Shelter to all my friends.  
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VOLUNTEERING: THE SHELTER AND PETSMART 

BY AMANDA JAGGER 

Hi, my name is Amanda Jagger and I am the Volunteer Scheduler for SCFA.  Each week you receive email updates from me listing 

recent adoptions as well as openings for upcoming volunteer events.   We staff volunteers each Saturday at the Franklin 

Township Animal Shelter for help with cleaning and adoptions (3 Dog Volunteers/Cleaners, 2 Cat Volunteers/Cleaners, 1 Cleaner 

& 1 Team Leader). The dog and cat shift is 10 am to 3 pm and the cleaner shift is from 10 am to 12:30 pm. We also staff the 

Bridgewater Petsmart each Saturday and the third Sunday of every month with 2 Cat Volunteers and a Team Leader.   The 

Petsmart shift is 9:30 to about 4 pm.  In addition, we staff special events like Santa Paws/Santa Claws (the pet photos with Santa) 

and special adoption events.  

You can sign up for any shift by contacting me via phone or email or signing up on the website scheduler.   Once signed into the 

website, click on the link to "Event Sign up or View Schedules" which will list all of the upcoming events.   To sign up, scroll down 

through the dates and click on the shift in blue (dog, cat, or cleaner) that you wish to sign up for.   You will receive an email 

confirming your sign up.  Every Tuesday night, our scheduler program sends out a confirmation email to all the volunteers signed 

up for the following Saturday or Sunday.  Please respond to this confirmation email to let me know that you are still available for 

your volunteer commitment.  I am also available for volunteer questions and comments.   And if I do not have the answer for 

you, I can always connect you with someone who does.  So please feel free to contact me!  

I can be reached at 732-300-6175 or volunteer_scheduler@secondchanceforanimals.org 

Spike is a feisty six year old 

gray short haired neutered 

boy. He was surrendered to 

us because his previous 

family made a lifestyle 

change. As his name may 

suggest, he can be a handful 

so he would do best as the 

only pet in an adult home. 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŎǳǘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ Ǉƛǘ ōǳƭƭ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

a loving home. Zoe is a rambunctious 

ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŘŜǾƛƭΤ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǇǳǇǇȅ-dog wiggly-

waggly, jumpy, and bouncy. She was 

surrendered because her previous 

ƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ǎƻ 

much energy. Zoe needs to learn to 

focus her energy constructively. 

Hence potential adopters should have 

experience handling dogs. 

Dutchess is a pretty typical young lab; 

that is to say she is highly social, 

active, and just a lot of fun to be 

around. She has lots of energy that 

should be released constructively 

through regular exercise and training. 

Her previous guardian surrendered 

her because she could not control 

5ǳǘŎƘŜǎǎΩ ŎƘŜǿƛƴƎ ƘŀōƛǘǎΦ 5ǳǘŎƘŜǎǎ 

will make a loving companion to a 

warm home. 
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WHAT'S UP WITH THE ANIMAL 
ENRICHMENT COMMITTEE? 

BY NORA BREEN 

¢ƘŜ !ƴƛƳŀƭ 9ƴǊƛŎƘƳŜƴǘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΩǎ 
mission is to improve the quality of life 

of the animals in the shelter and to 
improve their chances of finding forever 

homes.  Additionally, the committee 
works to reduce the number of animals 

entering the shelter by promoting 
spay/neuter programs and by helping to 
keep animals in the community in their 

existing homes. 
 

The last newsletter boasted about 
!ƴƛƳŀƭ 9ƴǊƛŎƘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ 
initiativeτthe adoption board at the 

library.  This newsletter we boast about 
the enclosed off-leash area for dogs 

located behind the Animal shelter (See 
GeǊǊȅ IŀǊǊƛǎΩ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ άbŜǿ 5ƻƎ wǳƴ ŀǘ 
{ƘŜƭǘŜǊέύΗ   ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ά!ŘƻǇǘ aŜέ ǾŜǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎǎ ŦƻǊ 
them to wear when they are taken out 
for walksτsee Alicia DeSordi's article 
"Dog Vests" for more information on 

how to use those.  
 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ initiatives completed!  Keep 
on the look out for other great projects 

from the Animal Enrichment committee, 
such as follow-up calls to all adopters; 

developing a program to provide 
training for new adopters; information 
packets for new adopters; pre-adoption 

behavioral training for shelter dogs; a 
program to help low-income families 

spay/neuter and keep their pets; 
increasing the exposure of the Franklin 

Township Animal shelter through 
mailings, bulletin boards, and 

advertisements 

 
If one of these initiatives interests you, 
or you have ideas of your own, please 

join us at our next committee meeting at 
the Library on the third Wednesday of 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ŀǘ тǇƳΦ   LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ 
the meeting but would still like to help, 

please contact Nora at 

gingyrgrl@aol.com 

 

ANIMAL BOOKS / TV / MOVIES 

ά¢ƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ !ƛŘ /ƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 5ƻƎǎ ϧ /ŀǘǎέ ōȅ !Ƴȅ 5Φ {ƘƻƧŀƛ 

(Rodale Books, 2001)  

Review by: Dave Nowak 

This is a great book for individuals who work with or own dogs 

and cats.  The book is very comprehensive, but simple to read, 

with many illustrations to guide the reader. The First Aid 

Companion describes everything from CPR, shock, and electrical 

incidents, right down to minor problems such as removal of 

splinters and ticks.  This book should not replace, but 

supplement, qualified veterinarian advise and care and approved 

pet first aid training (the Red Cross offers both basic and 

instructor courses), however if an emergency does happen you 

will have the basics to help you handle the problem.  

 

HELP NEEDED! 
 

SCFA needs help taking cats to the Easton Animal Clinic on Mondays.  We 
have a standing appointment at 12:00 noon. The entire process takes about 1 
to 1.5 hours on Mondays.  Anyone who thinks they can help out with this at 

any time, please contact Theresa Cicalese at 732-545-0358 for more details. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Event Location Date Time 

Free Rabies Clinic for 
cats. Cats must be in 

carriers! 

Public Works 
Building 

Churchill Avenue 
March 8, 2008 8 AM ς 10 AM 

Fundraising Meeting Library 3rd Tuesday 7:00 PM 

Animal Enrichment 
Meeting 

Library 
3rd 

Wednesday 
7:00 PM 

Animal Socialization 
for Volunteers for 

Volunteers 
Shelter 

2nd, 3rd & 4th 
Thursday 

5:30 PM ς 
7:30 PM 

All Volunteer 
Meeting 

TBD April 8, 2008 7:00 PM 

SCFA Board Meetings 
Library Historical 

Room 
1st Thursday 7:00 PM 

Paws for a Cause, 
Dog Walkathon 

Colonial Park May 4, 2008   

 

 

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES 

BY CHUCK AUGELLO 

The SCFA Fundraising Committee meets 
on the third Tuesday of each month at 
the Franklin Township Library. In 2008 

we hope to build on our 2007 successes, 
which included last November's Tricky 
Tray ($7,396 raised), the 50/50 Raffle 
όϷнΣпсф ǊŀƛǎŜŘύΣ {/C!Ωǎ Santa Paws Photo 
ǎƘƻƻǘ όϷнΣумн ǊŀƛǎŜŘΦύ ŀƴŘ tŜǘǎaŀǊǘΩǎ 
Santa Claws Photo shoot ($950, plus 

$835 from the Christmas Wish Tree and 
$275 Gift Card). Another successful 

event was November's Shake-A-Can, 
which raised $427 thanks to a dedicated 

team of volunteers. 

Thanks to all of the volunteers 
throughout the year who helped make 
each of our fundraising efforts a big win 

for the shelter animals.  
 

Currently underway is our Gertrude 
Hawk Spring Candy Sale and Bag of 
Bones Barkery gourmet dog treat  

fundraisers. Order forms are due back by 
February 15th; if you have any questions, 

please contact Andi Orel at 
andim2002@hotmail.com.  

 
hƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ aŀȅ пǘƘΣ ƻǳǊ άtŀǿǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

Cause Dog Walk-a-ǘƘƻƴέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ 
Colonial Park in Somerset. For this event 
to be successful, WE NEED VOLUNTEERS. 
There's plenty of work to be done prior 

to the event, as we need to begin 
soliciting vendors and exhibitors; we also 
need to publicize the event and plan the 
day's activities. If you can help out in any 

way, please contact Chuck Augello at 
catsinspace_2000@yahoo.com. And 

while it's still months away, it's never too 
early to think "Tricky Tray."  Bring your 

new, unwanted gifts from the holidays to 
SCFA so that they can be used as part of 

this fall fundraiser.  
 

As always, the Fundraising Committee 
welcomes your suggestions. 

 

A Happy Tail 

by Lyn Sirota 

February 11th was a sad day for anyone who knows Maggie, the 

friendly Akita who makes her home in the Franklin Township Animal 

Shelter. She is the shelter mascot who cut the ribbon when the shelter 

opened. After developing a serious, life-threatening condition called 

bloatΣ aŀƎƎƛŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǎǘΦ .ŜƛƴƎ ŀ άǎŜƴƛƻǊέ ƳŀŘŜ ƘŜǊ 

condition even more tenuous.  

All of the shelter volunteers received an email update and when I 

ǊŜŀŘ ƛǘΣ Ƴȅ ǎǘƻƳŀŎƘ ǘƛƎƘǘŜƴŜŘΦ LΩŘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ-

long owner of large breed dogs. Two days later, my feeling of dread lifted 

after getting an update that Maggie was fine. It was the best news ever. 

Sharing a mutual canine affection, I told Maribel Rella, my 

ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ сth grade teacher at the Sampson G. Smith Upper Elementary 

School in Franklin Township. The school and the shelter are within 

walking distance of each other. We thought it would be a great idea for 

the kids to write letters and poems to Maggie. It was also an opportunity 

to practice writing skills while showing an act of kindness to an amazing 

dog as well as the wonderful folks that work and volunteer at the Franklin 

Township Animal Shelter, particularly their dedicated shelter manager, 

YŀǘƛŜ bƻǊŘƘŀǳǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ YŀǘƛŜΩǎ Ŧŀǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀǾŜŘ 

aŀƎƎƛŜΩs life. 

A beautiful poster of letters, notes, and acrostic poems were 

hand-delivered to Maggie by my daughter, Karley Sirota, along with a big 

hug and kiss for this sweet, furry survivor. 
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KŀǘƛŜΩǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊ - The Golden Years 

¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άǎŜƴƛƻǊΣέ ǿƘŜƴ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ ƛǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
size of their breed and the type of animal.  Generally speaking, life 

expectancy for a cat or dog is: 

o Indoor Cat  12ς18 years 
o Small Breed Dog 10ς18 years 

o Large Breed Dog  7ς13 years 

Both cats and dogs are considered to be an adult by 2 years of age.  
As many of you know, it is once they become adults that some 
ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǘ ƭƻǎŜǎ ƛǘǎ άŎǳǘŜƴŜǎǎΦέ Lǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƳŜ ƘŜŀǊǘǎƛŎƪ ǘƻ 
see a pair of 13 year old cats, who spent their entire life in a 
comfortable home, suddenly find themselves in a cage at the 
shelter because their family is moving and has decided not to bring 
ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƻƴƎΦ  aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ άǎŜƴƛƻǊέ ǇŜǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƭŜŦǘ ƛƴ 
them and deserve to be in a home where they can shower their 
new owners with love.  These animals have lived with people for 
most of their lives, so the environment of an animal shelter is 
especially stressful for them.  They just want a good home, with 
fresh food and water, a warm place to sleep, and somebody to love 

and care for them. 

There are many benefits for an owner that adopts a senior pet. 
Generally, the older pet is calmer and their personality is already 
completely developed. This means you know what you are getting 
(unlike with a puppy or kitten). Most senior pets already have basic 
ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴƴŜǊǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 
the ōŀǘƘǊƻƻƳ ŀǘ нŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƭƛƳō ȅƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǘŀƛƴǎΦ 
Instead of needing two hours of fetch each day, they might just 
require an easy walk down the street or a rousing session with a 
catnip mouse.  There is a wonderful feeling about adopting a pet 
who will live out their golden years in your comfortable home 

cuddled up with you rather than in a shelter cage. 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅΚ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƻƻ ǎŀŘ ǘƻ ƭƻǎŜ ŀ ǇŜǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ 
ȅŜŀǊ ƻǊ ǘǿƻΚ  ²ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ǎŀŘŘŜǊ ƛŦ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŜǾŜǊ ƭƻǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
animal again and they spend their last months and years in a cage?  
I guarantee you, the joy and love an older pet brings you will far 
outweigh the sadness you feel when they leave. This is what it 
means to be part of a caring, humane society.  Where everyone is 

cared for and no one is simply cast aside. 

Senior pets come into the shelter for various reasons.  True, some 
are released for behavior problems, but often a senior pet will be 
given up for reasons beyond his or her control.  Brandy, a 
Poodle/Terrier mix, was surrendered to the shelter at 13 years of 
age because her owner lost their home.  Simon, a gorgeous 14-
year-ƻƭŘ tƻƻŘƭŜΣ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŦǘ ŀǘ ŀ ǾŜǘΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ hǘƛǎΣ ŀ мл-year-old 
Labrador mix was simply left to fend for himself at a dog park.  
Fortunately all these pets found their way to the shelter and, better 
ȅŜǘΣ ǘƻ ƎƻƻŘ ƘƻƳŜǎΦ  aŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ά{ŜƴƛƻǊέ ǇŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ {ŜŎƻƴŘ /ƘŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

DOG VESTS 

BY ALICIA DE SORDI 

SCFA has purchased Adopt Me vests for 

the dogs to wear on their walks around 

the shelter.  This will help raise their 

visibility with the many visitors to the 

township complex.  We have a small, a 

medium, and a large vest and they will 

be hung next to the leashes in the 

kennel area of the shelter.  We are 

looking forward to seeing our dogs 

wearing the vests and hope it inspires 

someone to adopt a shelter dog. 

The vests cannot be put into the washer 

and will need to be spot-cleaned.  They 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǊǘȅ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΦ  

It will be helpful if volunteers don't allow 

the dogs to roll around in the grass with 

them on. 

Volunteers do not need to use the vests 

unless they are comfortable doing so or 

can find someone to help them.  

Most dogs will need a few moments to 

calm down after first getting out the run 

to stand still for their vests to be put on. 
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NEW DOG RUN AT SHELTER 
BY GERRY HARRIS 

 
By their nature, dogs are social animals. 
They need positive social interactions to 

help maintain their mental health. 
Walking the dogs at the shelter is one 
way we can help. In addition to the social 
contact, the dogs love to experience the 
sights, sounds, and smells of the 
outdoors. The walk also provides needed 
exercise for the dog (and the walker!). 
However, some dogs need more exercise 
and mental stimulation than walking can 
provide. 
 

Hence, one of the first items tackled by 
the recently reformed Animal Enrichment 
Committee was to create an off-leash 
area for the dogs. After discussions with 
Katie Nordhaus and the Franklin 
Township Engineering Dept., it was 
decided that a long, narrow run could be 
built behind the shelter on the opposite 
side of the drainage basin. SCFA 
contracted with Rutgers Fence & 
Construction Co. to build the 

approximately 60 yards-long run in early 
December. 
 
In addition to providing better play and 
exercise for the dogs, the new run 
provides an area for off-leash training. It 
will also allow potential adopters to 
better evaluate a dog in a less restrictive 
setting. 
 
Volunteers who have completed and 

passed the standard dog handling training 
are allowed to use the dog run. Only one 
dog at a time is allowed in the run and 
the volunteer must remain with the dog. 
It is important that we keep the run 
clean, so bring a doggy bag for cleanups 
and remove all toys from the run when 
finished. As always, we encourage those 
volunteers familiar with positive/reward-
based training methods to work with the 
dogs to make them more adoptable.  

 
The dog run was paid for by SCFA. It is 
through your fundraising efforts that we 
are able to bring about these 
opportunities to improve the lives of our 
shelter animals. 

Alicia DeSordi plays fetch with Layla in the new dog run 
(A major dog/ball/photographer pileup was narrowly averted) 

 

 

 

 

 

Adoption numbers for 4th Quarter 2007 
 
  

 Shelter Petsmart BelleMead Total 

October 20 15 2 37 

November 17 9 0 26 

December 23 16 0 39 

COME TO A BOARD MEETING! 

All volunteers are invited to attend our monthly Board of Directors 

meetings! 

Board Meetings are held on the 1st Thursday of every month from 7-

9 pm in the Historical Room at the Franklin Township Library.  The 

first half hour of the meeting will be open for comments, ideas or 

suggestions from non-board members.  After that, volunteers are 

welcomed to stay for the rest of the meeting as observers, meaning 

you will not be able to vote or make comments during Board 

discussions. 

This is a great opportunity for you to see what goes into running 

SCFA and also to let the Board hear your ideas, so I urge you all to 

take advantage of this.  No signup is needed - just show up! 
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OUR DONORS 

For the period of September through December 2007, SCFA would like to thank the following individuals for their 

donations of $50 or more: 

Michael Adams 

January & Craig Adams 
Ellen Anne Adesso 

Tracey Aldrich 

Ruth Ball 
Deborah Beards 

Mark Breckwoldt 
Mary Breslin 

Cynthia Carlton 
Ann Colette Carlucci 

William Clark 
Robert & Lillian Cochrane 

Joyce Cotay 
Shari Czar 

J. W. Dapsis 

Mark Dubivsky 
Kenneth & Andrea Dulow 

Shelton Epps 

Luis & Jacquelin Espinosa 
Glenn Fehr  

Eileen Ferreri 
Lisa Frey 

Janice Gagliardi 
Suzanne Gates-Scaletti  

Patricia Gradley 
Elyse & Kevin Halloran 

Nancy Hohnstine 
Todd & Karli  Hunt 

Loraine Kukasch 

Lydia Lenaghan 
Ruben Lozano 

Stephen Macheska 

Monika Malinowska 
Anne Marlotte 

Dorothy (Ann) McGinnis 
Dorothy McGrath 

Isabella McKenna 
Grace Mertz 

Joseph & Dolores 
Muldowney 

John Naley 
Olga Neu 

Sandra Nilsson 

Mary & Gene Peppe 
John Pietrowicz 

Marion Randolph 

Robert Rhinesmith 
Daniel Rosenfield 
Marissa Spinelli 

Dorota Staniewska 

Mary Louise Stanton  
Stephen Staruch 

Alane & Donald Vogel 
Prema Wargo 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Wall of Paws: 

David Benenati 

Christina Dembinski 
Sharon Dembinski 
Jack & Mary Dolan 

Marilyn & Robert Dunn 
Suzanne Gates-Scaletti  
Sandra Lipman 
Kurt Nathan 

Helen Ransom 
Stephen Russell 
Carol Shiffner 

David & Ann Smilowitz 
Mary Louise Stanton  

 
Donations made in memory of Jean Schwartz: 

William F. Bischoff, Jr. 
Patricia Cojocar 
Kenneth Deghetto  
Anthony Del Sarros 

Sue Dubrowski & coworkers 
Fran Fergerson 
Ruth Knapp 

Kathryn Kelly Kout 
Doris Lucia 
Wilma Pilote 
Mary Schaefer 

Frances & Dennis Schwartz 
Ruth Strange 
Sharon, Isaac, & Fawn Wayman 
 

Donations made in memory of Joseph Buscavage: 
Carol Hierl 
Susan Huhn 

Deborah Medwick 
Bound Brook Lodge #988, Loyal Order of Moose 

 

Donations made in memory of Dorothy McGandy: 

Candace Dominick 
J. Bruce Ercolani 
A. Deborah Malmud 

Patricia Pace Parillo 
Ruth Ryzner  
Annette Shadiack 

 

Other donations made in memory of: 
Ann Hubert (by Lisa Quartarolo) 
Gloria Klemens (by Sharon Figel ) 

 

Donations made in honor of: 
Stubby (by Beverly & Keith Will) 
Jack Dolan (by aŀǊȅ 5ƻƭŀƴΣ άIŀǇǇȅ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅέύ 

Marjorie Romasz (by Jeannine Romasz) 
Linda Haboush (by Ellen Rachlis) 

 
SCFA thanks the following trusts, charities, and clubs for their donations: 

Alison Marie Wildman Foundation 
Brisgel Family Charitable Foundation 
Garden State Cat Club of NJ, Inc. 
Rutgers Preparatory School students of Ann Bosch 

 
SCFA thanks the following corporations for their donations: 

UFO Hair Co., Inc. 

The Home Depot Foundation (matching Catherine Mills) 
Horizon Foundation (matching Bob Pezzano) 
Verizon (matching Maryann Vastino) 
Pathmark Stores 
Petsmart Charities 

As always, we also thank the employees of Jack Dolan Plumbing & Heating for their contributions as part of the Buck-a-Week Club for Animals.  
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