Frequently Asked Questions-

Kittens/Cats

Question: This is my first kitten/cat.  What will I need to get?
Answer:  You will need the following: a cat carrier, cat litter (type depending on age), litter box and scoop, high quality cat food, food dish, water dish, cat bed or a box with a clean blanket or towel, toys, and a sturdy scratching post or scratching pad.  You should also acquire a brush, comb, and nail clippers.

Question: Should I adopt a kitten or an adult cat?

Answer:  Adult cats are often a good choice because they don’t need as much of your time as a kitten would.  It is also easier to tell what the cat’s personality will be like if it is already an adult.  There are fewer surprises with an adult cat.  However, you need to consider which fits best with your family, your other pets, and your lifestyle.  If adopting a kitten, children should be instructed on the proper way to hold a kitten to avoid hurting the kitten and being scratched.

Question:  Is a female cat a better companion than a male cat?

Answer:  Both will make great pets.  Regardless of sex, it is important to have your cat spayed or neutered.  Keep in mind, each cat has an individual personality regardless of gender.
Question: Were any vaccinations given?  What shots will be needed and at what age?

Answer:  Kittens need shots for Rabies at 16 weeks and then 1-3 years thereafter depending on the type of vaccine and state requirements.  Your new kitten/cat should get shots for FVRCP (Feline Viral Rhinotracheitis), Calici, Panleukopenia (distemper), feline leukemia virus (recommended), and rabies.  The shelter routinely provides your new pet with a rabies shot (as long as the animal is 4 months or older), a first distemper shot, and a first worming.  You should check with your veterinarian regarding other necessary vaccinations. 

Question: What are the most common parasites that a cat can get?

Answer: Fleas, ticks, ear mites, roundworms, and tapeworms.  See your veterinarian for a diagnosis and treatment. 
Question: What tests should I have done?

Answer:  Your new cat should be tested by your veterinarian for Feline Leukemia and FIV before the new cat is introduced to any other cats you may have. Keep the new animal separate until this test is done.  Kittens should be at least four months old before being tested to ensure the test’s accuracy.  It is also advised that your new cat be checked for worms. Note: Not every vet requires FIV testing and may disagree when this test is requested. Franklin Township Animal Shelter tests kittens at 8 wks for FeLV/Fiv – some vets suggest retesting at 4 months. Check with your vet on what they would recommend.
Question: When was he/she born?

Answer:  If the cat was surrendered, there should be a record of its age. When a cat is found as a stray, it is hard to judge its exact age, and the shelter will make an estimate.  Your veterinarian should be able to approximate the cat’s age upon examination.

Question: When should my cat be spayed/neutered?

Answer: Spaying or neutering your cat will decrease its aggressive behavior and prevent urine spraying in male cats and breast cancer as well as unwanted pregnancies in female cats.  The average age at which a kitten should be spayed/neutered is 2 to 6 months.  Check with your veterinarian.  Adult cats, if unneutered should be done as soon as possible. All animals are spayed and neutered prior to adoption from the Franklin Township Animal Shelter.

Question: Can you recommend a veterinarian that participates in the State low-cost spay/neuter program?  When is this offered and what will it cost?

Answer: The shelter can provide a pamphlet that lists all veterinarians that participate in the State program.  Funds are issued on a quarterly basis (January 1, April 1, July 1, and October 1) and the charge for the spay/neuter procedure is $20.00.  Proof of a rabies shot and adoption are required. It is advised that you schedule the spay/neuter early in the quarter so that funds are still available. Only animals adopted from an animal shelter or non-profit organization that are registered in this program are eligible for this State program.

All animals from the Franklin Township Animal Shelter are spayed/neutered before they are adopted.

Question: What about declawing?

Answer: Claws play an important part in a cat’s life.  If a cat gets out accidentally, it will need its claws to protect itself against predators.  A declawed cat is not safe outdoors.  The decision to declaw is up to the individual owner.  If you are concerned about your furniture, you can train your cat to use a scratching post.  This will reduce incidences of unwanted scratching. For more information about declawing and what it involves, you should speak to your veterinarian.
Question: What should I feed my kitten/cat?

Answer: You should feed your cat a high quality cat food.  Kittens require a separate diet and most cat food brands have “kitten food” versions.  Kittens should be fed three times a day until 6 months old, then twice daily.  Do not overfeed your cat and avoid giving it human food except as an occasional treat.  Tuna for humans should not be given as it contains too much ash.  Always provide your cat with fresh water.  Milk is unnecessary, as most cats are lactose intolerant, and milk can cause an upset stomach or diarrhea. 

Question: Will my cat use the litter box right away?

Answer: Most cats/kittens will understand how to use the litter box.  If your kitten is not litter trained, you can teach it by confining it to one room so that access to the litter box is easy.  Show your kitten “how to” by rotating its shoulders and making its paws scratch in the litter.  Place your kitten in the litter box upon awakening, after meals, and just before bed.  Remember that cats will not use a messy or smelly litter box, so make sure the box is kept clean.  This will help prevent any health problems or “accidents” outside the box.  Note: If your kitten/cat constantly goes outside a clean litter box, you should see a veterinarian as soon as possible to check for any health or kidney problems.

Note: If a kitten or cat is totally feral, you may want to mix dirt in with the litter 50/50 so they realize that the box is where they need to go. Over a few days decrease the amount of dirt until you are using litter only. Works every time! 

Question: Is it okay for my kitten/cat to go outdoors?

Answer: A cat that has never been outdoors will have no desire to go out, and if you love and value your cat, you will never let your cat outdoors unless he/she is with you in a carrier.  Unattended, the odds are that your cat will get lost, be run over, poisoned, shot at or stolen.  

There is also a danger of your pet picking up diseases from other animals, along with fleas, ear mites, fungus skin diseases, rabies, or intestinal parasites. By fighting with other cats, your cat may develop abscesses due to bites.  You should keep your cat in clean quarters, properly fed, and indoors. Most Local ordinances prohibit allowing your cat outside. It is illegal, in the Township of Franklin, to allow any cat to roam free outdoors.

Question: How do I introduce my new kitten/cat to my other pet(s)?

Answer: It depends on the temperament and ages of the animals involved.  However, this method should work: Confine the new cat to its own room with a litter box, food, water, and a bed so that the original cat can smell the new one, but not see it.  After a day or so, remove the new cat from the room (for an hour or so-recommended) and let the original cat explore that room thoroughly.    Once it is eating and using its litter box regularly, let the new cat explore the house while the original cat is confined.  This switch allows the new cat to become familiar with its environment and experience the other cat’s scent before a face-to-face meeting.  Depending on the reactions involved let the cat out to meet the original pet under supervision.  Make sure there is a safe “retreat” for each animal.  Modify the length of time and amount of supervision based on how the cats react.  Expect hissing, spitting, or growling. This is normal during the initial encounters. If a fight breaks out, do not interfere directly.  Instead throw a blanket over each cat before you pick him or her up, or use a squirt bottle, filled with water, to break up a fight, and keep him or her separate until they have calmed down.  Some forms of cat playing may seem hostile but actually isn’t.  If the fighting immediately stops when one yelps or squeaks, they are okay.  The key to the process is patience.  Don’t give up and don’t lose your temper.  In time, most animals will work things out.  Make sure to give your current cat(s) plenty of attention, so it doesn’t feel neglected because of the new kitten or cat.

